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Laboratory medicine — past, present, and future —

Yasushi Takagi

Summary Laboratory medicine has made remarkable progress over the past 40 years. It involves
three fields, i.e., research, education and laboratory management, but not direct patient consultation
as in other branches of clinical medicine. Since laboratory medicine involves many academic
fields, such as hematology, clinical chemistry, microbiology, immunology, pathology and physiological
testing many appropriate subjects for research can be found. Since it is very important for laboratory
medicine to provide accurate and precise laboratory data to patients and physicians, we have
constructed a quality management system over the past four decades. Internal quality control and
external quality assessment ensure the compatibility of data between days and laboratories. Education
in laboratory medicine is needed not only by medical students and physicians but also by nurses, and
pharmacists and other co-medical staff. Laboratory medicine must strive improve to a system of

adopting new technology and to provide useful data for use in consultation.
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