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Development of a highly sensitive enzyme immunoassay
for serrapeptase and its accuracy

Yoshiyuki Tanaka, Yuki Okano, Yuya Yoshida, Takumi Tsuji and Takeyuki Kohno

Summary Serrapeptase is an anti-inflammatory, proteolytic enzyme, but nothing is yet known about
its pharmacokinetic properties in relation to therapeutic efficacy. The present study describes the devel-
opment and subsequent validation, by highly sensitive enzyme immunoassay of analytical procedures
for serrapeptase in serum. The assay procedure consisted of the reaction of serrapeptase with 2,4-
dinitrophenyl bovine serum albumin (DNP-BSA) plus anti-serrapeptase IgG and anti-serrapeptase Fab’-
beta-D-galactosidase conjugate, trapping onto anti-DNP-BSA IgG coated polystyrene balls, and
fluorometric measurements of beta-D-galactosidase activity using 4-methylumbelliferyl-beta-D-
galactopyranoside as a substrate. The calibration curve showed good reproducibility in the range of
0.1-30 ng/mL of serrapeptase, while the lower limit of quantification was 0.1 ng/mL. The accuracy and
precision values were within +15% of the theoretical values, and did not exceed 15% of the CV.
Serrapeptase was stable in serum to freezing and thawing and to long-term storage (1 month). This
assay was developed to provide us with a reliable and sensitive method by which to estimate the clinical

bioavailability of serrapeptase applied to both animal and human serum.
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T REEERNL, BE»SIEE A SIS
VWIEEZBND T ENL, FOERIIIFHERE
BOMTEDNEREN L, S, LIRS —
YA OMPBELZHEST S EE2HMWBE L,
AR DO IR EE R M 2 AR L, £
DGHN) 7= a v EEE L 72O THET 5,

I. RBRFTERVERMH

L.EIRTy—F
tIRT Y —VIIAREE (R L) AFL
726

2. 4 XL

A XMFEE, BERZ -7k (M, 1%
14 Ak, n=6. BOFIVr) XY EMiD
B D EEIC TLE 2 B L TEERAL
T VI E LT E T —30CIZRAF L7z,
B, WIME (k) FV 7 BEH e e -
THEM L7z

3vEraT =MbY Y - ET VT I Y
DANVHTNTEF VTS - MET VT IV
0.1 mol/LY) Y5 MV 7 A%, pH 7.0
(1.omL) @@Ly Y - METNVT I ¥
(BSA, Fraction V, Intergen Co., NY, U.S.A., 22 mg)
|ZN,N-dimethylformamide |2 &/ L 72132 mmol/L
N-succinimidyl-S-acetylthioacetate (SATA, Research
Organics Inc., Cleveland, OH, U.S.A.) (0.1 mL)
ZInz. 30CIZ T30 MRIR L 720 #EV T, 0.1
mol/L EDTA, pH 6.0 (50 mL) B X 0" 1 mol/L
hydroxylamine-HCI, pH 7.0 (0.13 mL) %l .
30CIZCISArMfRIR L 720 RIZ. 5 mmol/L
EDTA% & 0.1 mol/LY) Y[R 1) 7 L iRAr i
pH6.0 (FEMEHA) T4l L 7zSephadex G-25
(GE Healthcare Bio-Sciences AB, Uppsala, Sweden)
#1724 (1.0 X 30 cm) % HWTTrVIEE % AT
WV XA T T T VIEBSAE 572,
HXLAI Y= bba 7= v-L-y T
N,N-Dimethylformamide | 7&f# L 720.1 mol/L Y
= bhu7z=)b-L-) Y~ -HCl (DNP, HHL
LSRR E A, H 50 (0.5 mL) 120.1 mol/L
Y VREF ) AR, pH 7.0 (1.425 mL),

®OB 5

0.1 mol/L EDTA, pH 6.0 (75 mL) 3 X U°N,N-
dimethylformamideb:‘?'éﬁg L 7220 mmol/L N-succin-
imidyl-6-maleimidohexanoate (EMCS, #ka\&tk
[ AL AFFERT, REAR) (0.5mL) %z, 30T
T30 FRE L~ L 4 3 F{LDNP% 572,

3) DNP{LBSA

FRMEHA (1.79mL) LAV T TN T
+F VALBSA (32 mg) 12202 mLO~L A4 3 F
{EDNPIA % N 2. 30°CI2 T304 AR L 72,
RAZ, FRAEVEAIZEE L 720.1 mol/L 2-mercap-
toethylamine - HCl1 (0423 mL) Z#Nz. 4 CIZC
AR L. fEV Ty BRERAICTER L7201
mol/L N-ethylmaleimide (0.8 mL) %z 37CIZ
T304 PRI L 720 i f212. 0.5 mol/L NaCl% &
0.1 mol/LAR 7 EEF b ) 7 AFEMRE. pH 8.0T
AL L 7zSephadex G257 5 4 (1.0 X 30 cm)
AW TT VB %47\, DNP{LBSA% 1572,

4. itk
1) P

PIDNPIUBSALLE B & Ok T X7 ¥ — Bl
i, £, DNPILBSAB L Nt I RT ¥ —
P TRReEELTHEL 72,

2) IgG, F(ab"),3 & U'Fab'

IgGIIIMIE A SHERFT b 7 A5 EB L Y
IFNVT I/ I F -V O—AH T L7707 b
7774 =D L 7. Fab)ldlgGx X7
T AL L CR#L L 75 Fab'l3F(ab'), % 2-mercap-
toethylamine & FI\» T30 L CTIHEL L 72, 1gG,
F(ab").B & U'Fab'®:(d, 280 nmDWLILEE 2 6 HH
L7z,

5.9 VT EARGALE T 7O — Z4B
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WZAEAL L7z,
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~3.5 mmol/L HCL, pH 2.5% fl\» TiEH S8 727%,
1 mol/LY YfEF MV w7 ZFRET., pH7.0% M2
T L 72

7. 774274 —RRER -t IXT¥—
¥) Fab-3-D-77 7 + ¥ ¥ —EHEAHE
DYLAINR-D-HF7 by y—¥

0.1 mol/L V) Y EEF M 7 A%, pH 7.0
(1.0mL) |2 L7z KRR sk p-D-77 7 b
> % —<+¥ (Boehringer Mannheim, GmbH, Germany)
(1.0 mg) |ZN,N-dimethylformamide |2 % f# | 7222
mmol/L o-phenylenedimaleimide (Aldorich Chemical
Co., WI, U.S.A.) %z, 30TCIZ T304 M fRiR
U720 RIZ, REHATFEAL L 72Sephadex G-
25717 4 (1.0 X 30cm) ZHWTTIViE# 21T
W, YL A INMER-D-FT s b YK R
726
2) T74 =T 4 —HERR Hl-tI Ty —
¥) Fab-p3-D-#'5 7 t ¥ % —EBHEAK

FREHA (033 mL) B L7ZT 74 =74
—RERIE R (Hi-t 57T ¥ —¥) Fab' (020 mg)
CRRATEA (030mL) ISIAfEL7-v L4 3 ML
B-D-HAF7 &=+ (068mg) &Mz, 4T
CCHRAPRIR L 720 RIS, SBEA (10 L) 12
&% L 72100 mmol/L 2-mercaptoethylamine - HC1
ZMZ30CIC T30 MR L 720 RiRfE, 0.1
mol/L NaCl, 1 mmol/L MgCl, 1 g/L NaN:3 X 1}0.1
g/L BSA% & 10.01 mol/L V) Y ERF Vv LR
. pH 7.0 Tk L 7zUltrogel AcA22 (PALL
BIOSEPRA, Cergy-Saint-Christophe, France) # 7
A (15X 45¢em) ZHWTTVIEEZITV, 7
TAZT A —REER -7 T —E)
Fab-3-D-77 27 h ¥ ¥ —VEGEREE,

8. DNPIERET 7 4 =7 4 —HHEFR F-tI~
77 —¥) 1gG
DYV AIMERR Bt 775 —+¥) IgG
0.1 mol/L V) YEF NV 7 AR, pH 7.0
(15mL) IZERL7ZRKRE Pl 775 —+E)
IgG (5.7 mg) IZN,N-dimethylformamide | & L
728.25 mmol/L EMCS (0.15 mL) %z, 30C
T30 PRI L 720 RIS, #RAERA TG
L 7zSephadex G-257 7 2 (1.0 X 30 cm) % M
WTTVIE#EEZITV, Y LA 3 FMERE (Fi-t
STy — ) 1gGRET,

2) X )VA T N T+ FIV{LDNP

N,N-Dimethylformamide | f# L 720.1 mol/L
DNP - HCI (0.112 mL) (20.1 mol/LY ¥ EJ +
1) v AR, pH 7.0 (0.448 mL) B X U°'N,N-
dimethylformamide |2 7 f# L 72200 mmol/L SATA
(11.24L) %0z, 30CIZT305 MR L 72,
#it\>T. 0.1 mol/L EDTA, pH 6.0 (28.6.L)
L T, 1 mol/L hydroxylamine+-HCI, pH 7.0 (64 L)
Iz, 30CICT300MREL, AVHTRT
+ F )VILDNP % 157,
3) DNPEERER R (Bi-t 7 _7T ¥ —¥) 1gG

BEEA (324mL) ICHEML72~ LA I ML
KR F-k5R7¥ —¥) IgG (4.0 mg, 27 nmol)
XNV H T T £ F VALDNPEE (95« L. SH
H& 1L CT270 nmol) ZHNZ. 30°CIZT3055 [k
L7z RIC, FRAETHAZ M L 72100 mmol/L
2-mercaptoethylamine-HCl (33 L) %Jnz. 30C
12 T30 PRI L 720 PRIEMR. 0.1 mol/L NaCl%
£ 0.0l mol/LY) VS M) U AREE . pH 7.0
T4k L 7zSephadex G-257% 5 4 (1.0 X 30
em) *AWVTHIVIEAZ TV, DNPEHR T
Fi-t o T ¥ —¥) eCEE72,
4)DNPEERET 7 4 =7 14 —RERR Pk T
7y —¥) 1gG

DNPHE#RET (-t TF<7 ¥ —+) IgGr t
SRTY—EPARBILt 770 —A4Bh 5 L%
HWTT7 74 =71 —FEE L. DNPIE#T 7 1
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9. 774 =74 —FHRE (Ji-DNPLBSA)
IgGANEAL AR ) AF L v /NER

BEE32mmDKRY) AF L /R (£ 47473
AR EAE, I 12, 774 =7 1 — 53
ZF R (HI-DNPLBSA) IgG (0.1 g/L) % ¥FLmy
WAL DRI L 720 BY AF L /BRI,
0.1 mol/L NaCl, 1 mmol/L MgCL, 1 g/L NaN;3 X ¥
1 g/lL BSA% & $70.01 mol/LY) ¥ HEF 1) 7 L4k
. pH 7.0 T 4 CIZTHRIFE L 726

10. £ 7 T ¥ — ¥ OREZRENED

#EEE (10X 75 mm) 120.1 mol/L NaCl, 1
mmol/L MgCl,, 1 g/L NaN;B X U70.1 g/L BSA%
£10.01 mol/L") Y EEF NV T LR, pH 7.0
(50 L) |Z¥M# L 720.6 mg/mLE BIEEF A1,
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MiFRE (504L) T3 T X7y — Py
. B L, 3 mmol/L 2-mercaptoethylamine - HCI,
1.0 mol/L NaCl, 1 mmol/L MgCl, 1 g/L NaN;# & ¥
0.1 g/L BSA% & ¢:0.01 mol/L') Y FEF N1 7 4
FEME . pH 7.0 (50 L) |Z¥# L 7250 fmol
DNPIEFET 7 4 =7 4 —RHER -t 7T
7 —¥) IgGB L U25 fmol 7 7 1 =7 4 —F5#
EER P-&IFX7%—+¥) Fab-B-D-F5 7
DY —EHEEERE M, 20CIS THRAERIRL 72,
iR, 7714 =71 —BHKRE (HI-DNPIL
BSA) IgGAEILA Y A F L > /Nek% 2 8 Ad,
20°CI2C 4 BRRE (120081/4) HRE L 720 1R
Wk, KU ZAF L Y/hEE0.1 mol/L NaCl, 1
mmol/L MgCl., 1 g/L NaN;B & U70.1 g/L BSA%
£ 0.01 mol/LY YERF M) 7 AFEMEH. pH 7.0
2mL) T2EEHEL, B AFL V%
oL, FH, 0.1 mol/L NaCl, 1 mmol/L
MgCL, 1 g/L NaN:3 X 0°0.1 g/L BSA% & 1:0.01
mol/L") g MY 7 L5EE R, pH7.0 (100 L)
ZARMLTHBW22H L WikBRE (10X75 mm)
128 L7zo B3 0.3 mmol/L 4-methylumbellif-
eryl 3 -D-galactopyranoside (4 MUG) (LAMBDA
FLUORESZENZ-TECHNOLOGIE Gesellschaft m. b.
H., Graz, Austria) i (50 L) ZMMR30TIZ
T607 BB R L7z, RiRfZ. 2.5 mLDO.1
mol/L ") ¥ ¥ -NaOH#% i, pH 10.3 (2.5mL)
M, BEOCEEIEL, BRERBIZE ) E
U % 4-methylumbelliferone D E5H B % 2 L 726
HOBIREE (X, 0.1 mol/LZ" 1) ¥ ¥ -NaOHAR T,
pH 10.335 X ORIV F L 7210° mol/L 4-
methylumbelliferone (F 7% 7 1 7 A 7 UL,
TR WA, FNEN, 0B X UN100% & LT,
FP-7500%40 et R (H ARtk &4,
W) W THIE L7,

11. £ 7 R7 ¥ — PR

+ I _7 % —+¥%0.1 mol/L NaCl% & ¢ 10
mmol/L") ¥ EEFRE . pH 7.012T1 mg/mL& 7%
B EI)EEIEMRL, WL, MEHRALT
N7y — CEERRIE, Ihx 77— VIIEIC T
0,0.1,0.3,1,3,10,30 ng/mL & % % & 5 HML T
AELL 7z, B, HNEE), HHMZEH)., K%
P, WMEEORF TIE, €T RT¥ — EiZ
WS A 7 — VILETAHRL . 0.5, 1.5, 5 ng/mL
L7

OB 5 A

I fEREEBE

Y I RT ¥ —¥13, Serratia marcescens?)SEA T
2707 T —EThb, €OREEK O
IZDOWTORFIE, 1ZEAEWE SN TRV,
FRBNEE T RT Y — OB & %
L. 25127 v b2 HWTROHRGZOEAS)
L ZOBRIEMELBETLTEY . KERTE
TEIRT Y —EPRBITL, 2o, BRI
HLTWwWLZExRRL TS, Moriyab D E &
T, TR b B &) R &
LTWa05, (b - FREMIRIEIC X ) lEiizs
DEIMT el EZ N b, 72, TH b
LRI X B R & T A 729 12130.5 mL
BEOMEREVPLETH L EEZ LN, /IE)
YN BT B A itk & OSBRI, BRI
AT LEHPRENEZEZ ENL, SlF4 1T,
50 LOMERE 2 T, 741 b VL % 0,
BELGWALRWIBEAT v 7T, @MREH»D
B H 5 EERGIENEEZ R L 72O TH
H9 5,

1. MR

MR OMEIL, ERO KR IZBIT 5 H
T I (T) 26, BEfERE [0 OJEF
BWEEy 7 (N) &2 LIz feRn®
JoT 7w (S, T-N=S) &8 L7z#R. w®n
L7zt 7 R_T Y — BIREEIHATE L, FREM 0
T FIVOEEM O 5 (Fig. 1), F72,
F=F IR E o205, ) BRI CE
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Fig. 1 Standard curve for serrapaptase by a highly

sensitive enzyme immunoassay.
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BLMERICIL LT, 4 X 7= VilE CrE#
L7zfaEfiid, 1 %REORINETH 572, H
LB SMHPABIT L2 STy — ¥, 1
WD a-~var7u7) vy EEEREK L.
VARREEIC X VRS A Xy rERb Tk
PEREENTWESY, L7z25-> T, liiEF ot
I X7 5 —VIIDNPET 7 1 =7 4 —R#R
B F-tIRTY—¥) GBLUT 74 =7
t —REE R -k F )T ¥ —¥) Fab-p-D-
T MY EDOREAEVHES L, B
PERMEzRLZDDEEZ SN, LA L,
T = VI & TR L 72 A S Moriya
SODERGEEFAREDEREIESNTEY,
ROMETITHBORBHEA T v T2 ML, DL
TOSNNY F— a2 ERL,

2. iRBEAL & HE

I3 RO 58 WAL TR L 7o M fil 2
Hwab Z bz, gl (C) &, 3E
WE» /O NIHOEY 7V (T) »OEN%

LTIV EEY 7V (S, S=T-N) I
XL, EEDEMB IO THOSIZHYE T S 2
DOMEME R, ZNEND1 ngmLL72) O
fHZxaz B L, 2O (a) 2ROz, KIZ,
Bonh7s%aChT s (C=S'/a) Z & TiEpE
(ng/mL) %5 L7z, E=#PHOME T,
0.01 ng/mLA S54RI 7 F IV HFRD S, N=
5 OMEAD & RO 7-EBRE (Cv.) 3,
FEVAKEE L T/NE K 3 AMEIMICH o 72 (Table
1)o 0.1 ng/mLLL EOJEE TIEC. VA 15% LA
T &%, 30 ng/mLOEEFPH F T RAF 7k
PEONTz, TN DRSS, EEHifl 0.1
~30ng/mL&THZ L E LT

3. HHN

1) HN 3

A 1525, 0.5, 1.5,5.0 ng/mL® 3 £ DI
HEE . KIREE 6 [, EEEICEVGHT L,
MEAt L ) EmE A Lz, . BERD
BLIE D95 % 15 WX [ % FERR L 7o 8. BRI
THbHLREEIRI0% UL BIfFTh 1), HES
LV ZEDSUEEXMITEI5%UATH 72

Table 1  Repeatability of calibration curve (N=5) (Table 2 ) o
Concentration Mean Sb cv 2) H A ﬁ}ﬁlli
) L — _ WAL 1 R51, 05, 1.5,5.0 ng/mL 3 JEEE O
0.03 0.03 0.01 41.94 frl, MEHRL VD EREEzRB L, HE &
o e o o FE T O FLFE D95 % 1R HBIX ] & FERR L 7oAt 2R, 2
1.00 1.00 0.04 3.53 BRI b bREEIZ10% DN E BIFTH D
3.00 3.00 0.14 4.66 HEBIUTZOS%EEXHEIZE15%UATSH
10.0 10.00 0.11 1.06 -
30.0 30.00 0.43 1.43 o7 <Tab]e 3 > °
Table 2 Within-assay variation (N=6)
Theoretical values ~ Mean Trueness 95 9% Confidence Interval
(ng/mL) (ng/mL) S.D. Cv. (%)
0.50 0.49 0.03 6.2 =23 89 ~ 43
1.50 1.38 0.07 4.9 -8.1 -13.2 ~ -3.0
5.00 4.62 0.21 4.6 -1.5 -123 ~ 28
Table 3  Between-assay variation(N=6)
Theoretical values ~ Mean SD cv Trueness 95 % Confidence Interval
(ng/mL) (ng/mL) o o (%)
0.50 0.45 0.01 2.6 -10.3 -127 ~ 79
1.50 1.36 0.07 5.1 9.2 -140 ~ -43
5.00 4.56 0.08 1.7 -8.9 -106 ~ -72
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Table 4  Freeze and thaw stability

Theoretical values ~ Measured value Residual Rate

(ng/mL) (ng/mL) (%)
0.50 0.49 98.9

1.50 1.57 104.9

5.00 5.09 101.8
Table 5 Long-term stability (-30°C. 1 mon)

Theoretical values ~ Measured value Residual Rate

(ng/mL) (ng/mL) (%)

0.50 0.53 106.1

1.50 1.51 100.7

5.00 5.02 100.5

Table 6  Marginal recovery
Spiked concentration Measured value Recovery rate

(ng/mL) (ng/mL) (%)
0.44 0.41 93.2
1.30 1.28 98.6

4.56 4.52 99.1

4. ZRENE

1) SRS RREE D2

0.5, 1.5, 5.0 ng/mL O 3 j& & O ML 7Ok 2§ 3
L. 24 LL oG R =R TRl L7z DA,
HAE, FRTOMBY 1 7 0% 2 ML EFERL
7RBRICHHT L. RERE AV CERMBEEFEE L
7AE R FRATEII98% L b & BT 2 e
517z (Tabled ),

2) REABRGE R O

0.5, 1.5, 5.0 ng/mL® 3 1 D IMLiE R % 57 52
L. —30CT 14 AR L 72RIZHH L.
ERE AW CERMLEL LFR, B
13100% LA | & B 2 & DG 57z (Table
5)o

5. AN

LIRSy —EeEHRTAHMFICLTRT Y
— PREHEHE 205, 1.5, 5.0 ng/mL & 72 B X 9 120
mL. #mEfr e CEmRME L Lz, 55
NI-ERBEPSRIMLZE T RT 7 =¥ ORIL
T ROIFER, 0.5 ng/mLDFENMTI3.2%., 1.5
ng/mLDANNTI8.6% . 5.0 ng/mLDFNNT99.1%
& BIF 2 BIEEDH S 7z (Table 6 ),

6. HERHE & DA

ZNF TIZ, MiyatabOlIRIABE TR O+ 5
N7y —¥rHELTBY, 7 v MI1mgkg
O HECTEIRNIR S L 728558, 5 EED 530
SRITHB L Z3~30u gmLOFH T+ T <
T —CREDPEHTHIEEREL T,
F 72, Moriyab &, 7+ b LB L 7o i STk
AW CERRENEEICI )P TRT S
—EZMELTBY ., MEBRIA50 pg/mL T
5Z &, 7 v MIZ100 mg/kg® B G L 724G
B 5105~ 2 BRI T1.68~1.75 ng/mLOD
IR R T 2 L2 W L Twb, Ll
FADINTTOMFLTRTF —BERTED
BTk, SO LBEOLEORZHNTT
N VB AT o 22 E . BIEEDNT Y XS
FEEIIREL, THBBEISEON o7,
ZFOFEKFE LT, 78 b HEIC X BB D
FeBIUHMLEBIEAT v 712X DHIEEED
W EZ SN, T N BRI X B EHE
FOWEEINZ 5712012, TR % i
WBHZEBEZLND, BIED L ) IZERAN
DEHEEET L L, SHOKAOHIZITHE
S\, o T, AEOFA—HB AW, 7t
NIRRT GEREB X OB ISR Lo E
BEICBIT S, HBEEOENIIAT > T,
LIRS L 72 EmiER, PRV EAT v 7T
HWENFUFETH D, PEOWEHIB W T EK
FEDORGEE D) EASIRE S 72720 RIS
BUIAN)F—varyEE_TLIIEE LT
LB, FacDA XIIBITABEITIR, T
TR —EDOMIPRFIZ10 pgmLTH Y, 2
FHICE T RT ¥ — Y50 mgx #E1#%S- L, &5
%2 ~ 4 BEFIZ 3BV T3.2~7.0 ng/mL 0D i FE i B
ETWA,

I\

Rz Cid, Mt 575 —BOEIHT
TLHBEMESB L OREEICB VTR RFERD
‘Bohizers, MPEIRTI—EDER
B LTHEHTHLEEZOND, BSELIE
mPHE, BfErO, LELZMEEDS0LTH
LI ENS, NEHS S MBI AMhE T
NT Y — BIREORRENELIZIGHATE 55
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