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Clinical laboratory technicians more involved
with emergency medical care

Yoshio Suehiro

Summary In recent years, thanks to the spread of the specialized clinical laboratory technologist
system, clinical laboratory technicians specialized in each field are increasing. In May 2012, the
Japanese Certification Board for Emergency Test Technologists was established, and a certification
program for emergency test technicians has been started. Clinical examinations in the field of
emergency medical care have be come more inportant. The activities of certified emergency test techni-
cians have thus expanded, and technicians are expected to play a key role. As members of the
emergency medical team, certified emergency test technicians obtain patient information with their
own eyes and ears and implement test-related operations in tertiary emergency rooms; This makes it
possible to shorten the time from the request for a test until confirmation of the results by a physician
(TTAT: Therapeutic turn around time). In addition, by implementing operational support, doctors and
nurses are freed from test-related operations and able to concentrate on their primary role, thus

contributing to even higher quality emergency medical service.

Key words: Certified emergency test technician, Emergency test, Team medical care,
TTAT (Therapeutic turn around time)
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