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“Immunoassay’’: the utility of immunoassay in the routine work
Hiroaki Wade

Summary Devices and reagents showing excellent operability and rapidity have recently been
developed for immunoassays conducted in the clinic. Immunoassays differ from serum chemistry.
It is difficult to maintain accuracy over the long-term because numeric data varies depending on
the reagent lot. Additionally, measurement values differ between laboratories because of the use of
reagents from different manufacturers. Therefore, this method must be standardized.

In our routine work, the influence of the heterophil antibody, which is characteristic of the
immune response, must be considered. In clinical practice, serum chemistry tests are carried out
for screening in many cases, while immunoassays for hormone, biomarker, and infectious disease
tests can be conducted to explain a diagnosis. The information obtained from immunoassays is
used by emergency medicine and outpatient clinics and is important for clinical diagnosis. This
method must be carefully conducted to prevent false interpretation, and clinicians should have a

thorough understanding of immune reactions and the information these assays provide.
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