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Transfusion-related tests for patients with impaired consciousness
Kenichi Kushibiki

Summary It is difficult to discuss transfusion therapy in relation to diseases causing impaired
consciousness. Therefore, this section primarily discusses transfusion therapy and related tests in
an emergency care setting, focusing on pathological conditions such as hemorrhagic shock. Major
bleeding could be associated with various types of diseases. Major bleeding is defined as ‘bleeding
> the circulating blood volume within a 24-h period.” In contrast, critical bleeding is defined as
‘bleeding leading to cardiac arrest or circulatory changes that may result in cardiac arrest.” There is
no clear distinction between the primary diseases of the two bleedings. In the event of critical
bleeding, a commander should be appointed to establish a chain of command and appropriately
control the situation at the site of the event while issuing an emergency declaration. Emergency/
massive transfusion is indispensable as a life-saving measure; however, concerns over issues such
as adverse events and complications tend to arise after the patient’s life has been saved. In some
cases, it is necessary to consider appropriate alternatives in patients who refuse to accept blood

transfusions. It is particularly difficult to manage unconscious patients who require transfusion.
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