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Toxicological analysis of chemicals that cause a disturbance of
consciousness

Mariko Fukumoto

Summary A decreased level of consciousness is the most common serious complication of drug
overdose or poisoning. It is most often secondary to global depression of the brain’s reticular
activating system, caused by anticholinergic agents, sympatholytic drugs, generalized central
nervous system (CNS) depressants, or toxins that cause cellular hypoxia. Because several
conditions could cause poisoning, it is necessary to develop a structured approach to rapidly
diagnose and treat reversible causes of this condition. Toxicological analysis is useful to decide the

cause of poisoning in emergency departments. The purpose of this article is to argue what we

should make to develop the toxicological analysis in Japan.
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Phencyclidine PCP 25
Benzodiazepines BZO 300
Cocaine COC 300
Amphetamines AMP 1000
Tetrahydrocannabinol THC 50
Opiates OPI 300
Barbiturates BAR 300
Tricyclic Antidepressants | TCA 1000
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