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What role do cardiologists expect physiological function tests? :
Significance of electrocardiography and ultrasonography

Kazufumi Nakamura

Summary Electrocardiography and ultrasonography are essential tests for cardiologists in
clinical practice. Moreover, both of these tests have benefits of being noninvasive, body-friendly
and repeatable. These tests are required for diagnosis of acute myocardial infarction and
arrhythmia episodes in an acute situation. They are also useful for diagnosis of chronic diseases
and for follow-up examination in the chronic phase. Urgent phone calls about the results of the
tests from medical technologists to cardiologists often improve situations. Echocardiography is
needed to decide surgical indication for valvular heart diseases. Diagnosis of the type of arrhythmia
by electrocardiography can lead to the appropriate choice of treatment. Furthermore, portable
electrocardiography and echocardiography devises are available in screening heart diseases. In
conclusion, electrocardiography and ultrasonography are of great value in daily clinical practice
for patients with cardiovascular diseases. Close and frequent communications between medical

technologists and cardiologists are important.
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